
Catholic Cemeteries of Oshkosh:  An Invita6on to Be Informed and Help 
The three Catholic Cemeteries of Oshkosh are the responsibility of our three parishes.  Since 1855, the Catholic 
community in Oshkosh has provided a sacred space for burial for deceased parishioners and others.  Currently, 
our cemeteries (and many others) are facing significant challenges, and we want our parishioners to be aware 
and know how they could help. 

In late October, the Oshkosh parishes held an open meeEng to let people know of the status of the cemeteries.  
Deacon Pat Gelhar, the administrator of the cemeteries, gave the presentaEon to about 60 people in aKendance.  
The following informaEon was shared. 

Current Challenges 
• Labor Market:  The high cost of labor and the lack of available labor to care for the cemeteries 
• Drama6c Increase in Crema6on:  This results in lower revenue for the cemeteries, including revenue 

used to care for the cemeteries in future years (Perpetual Care Fund). 
• Instability of Investment Returns:  When a grave is sold, 30% of the cost is invested for future care.  

When the investment markets decline, this results in a lack of usable money for the cemeteries. 

Sources of Revenue: 
• Sale of burial rights (plots),  
• Opening fees at the Eme of burial,  
• Earnings on perpetual care investments.   
• Oshkosh parishes each contribute $12,000 per year 

What are we doing about the challenges: 
• Landscaping company now provides the lawn care (at a higher cost) 
• Increased prices for burial rights (plots) and opening fees 
• Reques6ng parishes to double their financial support 
• Communicate the needs of the cemeteries to parishioners 
• Invite greater involvement from parishioners 

How Can Parishioners Help? 
• Share ideas with parish pastor 
• Adhere to cemetery rules regarding placement and type of decoraEon at graves.  Some decoraEons 

cause damage to lawn equipment and others make it difficult to maintain properly. 
• “Adopt” an area of the cemetery and do some weeding around graves and pick up sEcks 
• Donate to the cemeteries through your parish 
• Remember “Catholic Cemeteries of Oshkosh, Inc.” in your will and estate plans. 
• Other ways to come! 

You may contact Deacon Pat Gelhar, Cemeteries Administrator, at St. Jude Parish to discuss further.


